
Behind the Scenes
Read Numbers 22:1-21. What do you learn about Balaam?

Balaam is not an Israelite, but he knows God’s name, communicates with 
Him, and is obedient to Him. What do you think of that?

Read Numbers 22:21-35. What do you learn about Balaam from this story?

There is a great irony in the fact that Balaam, the prophet, is oblivious to 
the working of God, and that the donkey is the one to speak God’s words. 
As a passing remark on Sunday, I said that God can put his message in the 
mouth of a jackass. What do you think of that?

The rest of the Balaam story shows Balaam pronouncing blessings over 
God’s people even while he was hired to pronounce curses. That reveals the 
main point of the whole story and the reason it’s in the Bible to begin with: 
Even while people are plotting against God’s people, God knows about it, and 
he is working behind the scenes to bring a blessing to them. What does it 
mean to you to know that God knows all the plots against his people and 
that he is capable to turn curses into a blessing?

The Sin of Peor
In Numbers 25, we see the men of Israel tempted into an idol worshipping 
orgy by Midianite women at Peor. Then, in Numbers 31, Moses says Balaam 
was the person behind that scheme to tempt the Israelites.

Who was at fault there? Balaam? Midian? Israel?

Take it Home
The two stories work together, and they are linked by the character of 
Balaam. In the first story, God actively prevents Balaam from cursing the 
Israelites. In the second story, God clearly allows Balaam to help the 
Midianites tempt the Israelites. Why does God block the curse but allow the 
temptation?

If God wants to bless you, no one can curse you, but you can be tempted. 
What do you think of that?

Our final phrase on Sunday was this: No one can block your blessing but 
you. What does that mean to you?
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